
BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report of: Adrian Stasiak, Executive Member for Growth & Commercialisation

To: Council: 12 April 2018

(Author: Ralph Burton, Strategic Property Manager)

Subject: Acceptance of Land Release Fund grant

Purpose: Note the urgent decision taken to accept a grant of £300,000 from the 
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government 

Recommendations
Note the urgent decision taken to accept a grant of £300,000 from the Ministry of 
Housing, Communities & Local Government and add the £300,000 grant to the capital 
programme/revenue budgets for the associated spend

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 On 12 March 2018 the Chief Executive took an urgent decision to accept the offer 
of a grant of £300,000 from the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local 
Government (MHCG) Land Release Fund.  The reason for the urgent decision 
was because the MHCG offered the grant on 08 March 2018 which had to be 
accepted by 14 March 2018.  

1.2 In August 2017 central government released a prospectus inviting One Public 
Estate (OPE) Partnerships to apply for round 6 of OPE funding and also to apply 
for a new Land Release Fund (LRF).  The LRF fund was developed by 
government to increase the supply of new homes.  The total fund is £45m and will 
allow local authorities to bring forward surplus land for housing on smaller 
schemes (than would be applicable for the government’s Housing Infrastructure 
Funding (HIF)) that would otherwise not be developed.  It provides only for capital 
works such as remediation and provision of small scale infrastructure to enable 
sites to be released for development.  The fund is competitive and bids were 
ranked on value for money. 

1.3 Funding bids had to be submitted via OPE programme partnerships and Norfolk’s 
bid was submitted on 03 November 2017.  This included a bid for £300,000 for 
undertaking capital works to enable access to Council-owned land at Shipdham 
which could lead to the development of housing (subject to planning).   On 08 
March 2018 an offer letter for the funding was received with a deadline date to 
accept the funding of 14 March 2018.    

1.4 Shipdham Project
The Council owns a 1.4 hectare site in Shipdham.  The site is owned by the 
Council but does not currently have planning.  

1.5 A bid for £300,000 was developed and submitted to undertake the necessary 
works to overcome the site access constraints.  Access is constrained and the 



resulting highway solution is likely to be more than what would be required for a 
site of this size, hence the costs of the solution were making the scheme unviable.  
The bid and subsequent grant enables the scheme to become more viable.    

2.0 OPTIONS

2.1 Not applicable.

3.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS & EXPECTED BENEFITS

3.1 The acceptance of the grant will enable works to alleviate access to a site that 
could lead to the development of housing, subject to planning.

4.0   IMPLICATIONS

4.1 Constitution & Legal

4.1.1 The Council’s constitution states that the acceptance of grants in excess of 
£100,000 is a Council decision (ref 4B Financial Procedure Rules 3.4.4. (g)). 
However because of the four working day deadline for acceptance it was 
unachievable to obtain a Council decision to accept this grant of £300,000.  An 
officer delegation was used (F1 15 (g)) which allows for the Chief Executive to 
take urgent action in consultation with the Cabinet Member and Chairman of the 
relevant Committee, in this case Council.  The Chief Executive consulted with the 
Leader (as the Cabinet Member) and the Chairman of the Council.  The delegation 
requires that a report is taken the next available committee (that would normally 
take this decision) in this case Council.

4.2 Contracts

4.2.1 A Memorandum of Understanding was signed by the S151 Officer to accept this 
grant.

4.3 Corporate Priorities 

4.3.1 This approach underpins the following corporate priorities:
‘Supporting Breckland to develop and thrive’
‘Providing the right services, in the right way, at the right time’

4.4 Financial

4.4.1 Proforma B attached.

4.5 Risk Management 

4.5.1 The terms of the grant have been reviewed and considered acceptable.

4.6 Stakeholders / Consultation / Timescales

4.6.1   Consultation was undertaken with the Leader and Chairman on the acceptance of 
this grant.  Ward Representative were also informed.



5.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED

Shipdham

6.0 ACRONYMS

OPE – One Public Estate
LRF – Land Release Fund
MCHG – Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government

Background papers: None

Lead Contact Officer
Name and Post: Ralph Burton, Strategic Property Manager
Telephone Number: 01362 656327
Email: Ralph.burton@breckland.gov.uk

Director / Officer who will be attending the Meeting 
Name and Post:  Christine Marshall, Executive Director of Growth & Commercialisation

Key Decision: Yes

Exempt Decision: No

This report refers to a: Discretionary Service 

Appendices attached to this report: None


